March 13, 2019
PROVINCE INTRODUCES AMENDMENTS TO RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES
ACT
THAT WOULD ENHANCE SUPPORTS FOR VICTIMS
Proposed amendments to The Residential Tenancies Act would allow victims of
sexual or domestic violence and whose safety is at risk to move out with less
notice and without having to file a police report, Justice Minister Cliff Cullen and
Sustainable Development Minister Rochelle Squires, minister responsible for the
status of women, announced today.
“Our government is committed to protecting victims of domestic and sexual
violence,” said Cullen. “This legislation expands current protections, allowing
victims to quickly move away from their abuser with the support of our victim
services branch.”
Currently, tenants affected by domestic violence or stalking can end their lease
with one month’s notice if they believe staying in place puts them or their
children at increased risk. Tenants must report incidents of domestic violence or
stalking to the police and obtain a no-contact order from the court to be eligible
for early lease termination.
The amendments announced today would extend early lease termination to
include victims of sexual violence. In addition, all victims of domestic or sexual
violence would be able to speak with professionals like doctors, nurses or social
workers, who can verify an incident occurred and confirm eligibility. A police
report and no-contact order would no longer be required, making early lease
termination easier for vulnerable Manitobans.

“These changes will help more Manitobans feel safe in their home,” said
Squires. “We are giving more victims and survivors of domestic and sexual
violence the option of how they want to tell their story, and to whom. We know
many women and girls do not involve law enforcement and this is not the only
avenue victims choose to address gender-based violence.”
Under the proposed legislation, Manitoba Justice’s victim services branch would
review all relevant referrals, statements, reports or no-contact orders. They
would issue a certificate for early lease termination if there were a risk to a
tenant or child’s safety. As part of the process, the survivor would also be
connected with information and referrals to other services.
The bill would also streamline Manitoba’s residential dispute resolution process
by providing for one right of appeal instead of two. This would make all
Residential Tenancies Commission decisions final, and not subject to further
appeal, which is consistent with other Canadian jurisdictions.
For more information about the RTB, visit www.gov.mb.ca/rtb. For more
information about services and supports available to victims of domestic or
sexual violence, visit www.gov.mb.ca/justice/crown/victims/index.html or
www.gov.mb.ca/msw/fvpp/index.html.
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